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assume that true civilizations were first developed
in Central America rather than in the areas to the
north or south. Finally, and most important of all,,
as tending to prove that prehistoric civilizations in
America were most ancient in Central America, is
the fact that the oldest remains, as far as can be
judged? of a culture which may be classed as a semi-
civilization have been found witllin the boundaries of
Panama.
This brings up the question as to just where we
may draw the line between a culture and a true
civilization. This is a difficult matter to decide.
Broadly speaking, and from an ethnological point of
view, every race and tribe that has learned to fashion
any article or artifact has its culture. The more ad-
vanced the tribe, the greater its culture; but it is
difficult to say just where a high culture ends and a
true civilization begins. Every race that has de-
veloped a civilization of course has its culture; but
that does not mean that a highly cultured race is
necessarily a civilized race. Even the term civiliza-
tion is indefinite. There are and always have been all
grades of civilization, and there is no hard and fast
standard as to just what requisites constitute a
civilization.
It is not a question of art, for many savages have
a highly developed sense of art and show great
manual skill. It is not language, for some of the
most barbarous tribes have the most highly developed
languages, whereas highly civilized races may retain
a very primitive form of language. Neither is it
organization, for many tribes which can lay no claim
to civilization are splendidly organized. Neither is